
LUTHER ADDISON BEASLEY 

Duplin County may have been the birthplace of more renowned and widely known persons than Luther Addison Beasley, 
but none was ever loved, esteemed, or respected more than he. For over half a century he was a resident of Kenansville, 
where those who knew him best reposed implicit confidence in his honesty, his integrity, and fidelity.  

Luther Beasley was born at Beasley's Mill, three miles west of Magnolia, Duplin County, on October 11, 1870, in the house 
of heavy square timbers built by his great grandfather, Austin Beasley. Luther was the son of Major Austin Beasley and 
Nancy Catherine (Barden) Beasley. Among his ancestors are the Bardens, Carltons, and Carrolls -all substantial families 
of Duplin. His great grandfather, Austin Beasley, came to this country from England before the Revolution and rendered valued 
service as a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 

The early years of Mr. Beasley were spent on the farm and around the mill, where he performed such duties as were 
required of him, but being of a scholarly mind and more interested in books than farm chores, he often stole away to 
read any and everything that was available. Indeed he spent his first and only gold dollar for a Latin book, which his 
mother helped him read. Unlike most young boys, he counted it a privilege to be able to go to school. He first attended 
the three months' school in the community; then in 1884 he went to Magnolia Graded School, the first such school 
established in the county, transferring in 1889 to the Warsaw High School, this being the same school from which his 
mother had received her education. Mr. Beasley was most anxious to attend college, but the sandy fields and water mill 
of his parents did not afford the luxury of a college education. His de termination won out though. By practicing the strictest 
economy and with a few hundred borrowed dollars (which he repaid after he was married) he was able to enter Davidson 
College in the fall of 1890; but, due to the distance and poor transportation facilities, he transferred to Wake Forest College 
from which he was graduated in 1895. He was entitled to receive two degrees--Batchelor of Arts and Master of Arts. But 
since he did not have the money to pay for two diplomas, he chose the latter, graduating with the degree of Master of 
Arts "Summa Cum Laude." He specialized in Latin, Greek, and mathematics.  

Having prepared himself for a career in the field of education, he began teaching immediately. His first school was at 
Buck Branch, near Magnolia, and his last, The Wilson Military Academy, Wilson, where he had charge of the English, 
mathematics, and Latin departments. He also taught a class of twenty young ladies. It took less than a year to convince 
Mr. Beasley that trying to instill knowledge into the minds of the young was filled with too many hazards and that perhaps 
he would be happier in some other vocation. Fortunately, while at Wake Forest he had had an extra hour with no classes, 
so he availed himself of the opportunity of sitting in on the law class of Dr. N. Y. Gulley, whom he considered a brilliant 
lawyer and teacher. With this meager preparation, he closed his school, walked over to the Court House where the state 
examination for lawyers was being given, and presented himself the greater part of the time without remuneration. He also 
served as County Historian for over fifty years. 

Even though he forsook the field of Education for that of law, he never lost interest in it. He was one of the leading spirits 
in getting the public school in Kenansville, and the location and erection of the large school there. He and J. S. Herring 
financed the first public school in the town. Another school that owes its being to him is the one at Magnolia. He and Mr. 
Willie Newberry gave the land for this building. He spent much of his time in aiding special elections for tax districts for 
schools in other parts of the county, notably the Wallace and B. F. Grady Schools. He introduced the standardized 
Diploma, which is still being used. With all this, he found time to serve for many years as secretary of the local school 
committee. 

Mr. Beasley's interests were legion. When there were no improved public roads, he was instrumental in carrying the 
bond issue, which secured a railroad to run from Warsaw to Kenansville. He held the office of Master of Warren Masonic 
Lodge Number 101 (now St. John's Lodge No. 13) for more than a dozen years. Whenever he had any extra time for 
relaxation, he spent it reading and studying history, often reading the new Testament in both the Greek and Latin versions. Always 
public-spirited, he and Mrs. Beasley donated a valuable site in Kenansville for a much needed cemetery. They chose the 
name "Golden Grove," thus perpetuating the original name given to this neighborhood.  

In 1946 Mr. and Mrs. Beasley observed their fiftieth Wedding Anniversary. 

After a lingering illness, Mr. Beasley passed away on June 15, 1954. He was practitioner of law, a friend of the needy, 
a promoter of education, and versatile beyond comparison. 

 


